The First Englishmen in India

the doth, lie layeth upon the backe of the Kow,
and then he taketh the Kow by the end of the
tayle,* and sayeth certaine words: and shee
hath a Copper or Brasse pot full of water, and the
man doeth hold his hand by the old mans hand,
and the wives hand by her husbands, and all have
the Kow by the tayle, and they powre water
out of the pot upon the Kowes tayie, and it
runneth through all their hands, and they lade
up water with their hands, and then the old
man doeth tye him and her together by their
dothes. Which done they goe round about the
Kow and Calfe, and then they give somewhat
to the poore which be alwaies there, and to the
Braniane or Priest they give one Kow and
Calfe, and afterward goe to divers of their Idols,
and offer money, and lie downe flat upon the
ground, and kisse it divers times, and then goe
their way."f

Fitch then made his way to "Patenaw,??t
where he noticed the migratory character of the
people, who "like the Arabians have no
certain abode/'

After various travels in Bengal, in which
he visited Satgaon, Hugli, and other places,
and made a twenty-five days3 journey into
the " Country of Condie," " not far from
Cochin China," Fitch went onalengthly perl-

* Purchaa has a characteristic note later on, when he finds this part of
the cow in great demand for other purposes also. " Kow tayles ia great
request/' he appends at the side of his narrative.

t Pur das bis Pflgrimes, n, x, 173 5.               I Patna.
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